
The first stage is to remove your existing driveway, 
this could be either concrete, tarmac or concrete 
flags. The use of a mini digger makes this easier 
and is normally completed within one day with all 
the debris placed into a skip and taken away.

The minimum depth we need to remove from the 
top of your existing driveway is 250mm (10”) to 

When we have removed the existing driveway 
and all of the debris the next stage is to place a 
geotextile layer on top of the subsoil to the total 
area of your driveway which helps prevent the 
intermixing of the sub soil or clay and the hardcore 
yet still permits water to flow freely.

MOT type 1 hard core is laid to the total area 
of your new driveway on top of the geotextile 
membrane to a minimum depth of 150mm, your 
hardcore now needs to be compacted to give a 
stable sub base for your new block paving, this 
can be achieved with either a vibrating roller or a 
vibrating plate

allow for 150mm (6”) of hardcore, 50mm (2”) of 
sand and 50mm (2”) for your block paving.

250mm overall is the minimum depth of ground 
what needs removing, if the ground is soft under 
your driveway we will need to remove more earth 
or clay and replace with additional hardcore which 
needs to be compacted in layers of no more than 
75mm - 100mm at a time

The angle of the new block paving driveway needs 
to be a minimum of 1:60 fall, that 1” fall in 60” 
length (25mm fall in 1500mm), assuming you have 
a 3’ level it will be half an inch fall in the length of 
your level

Knock 2 timber pegs or steel pins into the ground 
one at the house side of the driveway and the other 
at the pavement side and attach a tight builder’s 
nylon line at what is going to be the finished height 
of your block paving, this line will be approx 10mm 
higher than the pavement and 150mm lower than 
the damp proof course to allow for final compaction 
of the block paving.

THE PROCESS

BLOCK
PAVING

STAGE 1: REMOVE EXISTING DRIVEWAY    STAGE 2: 
GEOTEXTILE LAYER 

STAGE 3:  
COMPACT THE HARDCORE   

For smaller areas where the large roller can’t 
access a vibrating plate is used to compact the 
hardcore. The compacting of the hardcore is 
completed when we are satisfied that the sub base 
of your new drive is firm and has no soft spots.

On larger areas or where heavy vehicular access is 
needed we always use the vibrating roller to ensure 
the sub base is very well compacted

Any area of your block paving must be surrounded 
by a firm edge restraint to prevent the blocks and 
the sand on which they are laid from creeping 
sideways, either the house walls, fence base panel 
or new edgings along any side which require the 
paving to be held in place.

Using a tight string line to keep the front edge of 
the edging block in a straight line, the blocks are 
laid on a semi dry mix of 3 parts grit sand to 1 part 
cement and hauched front and back to hold in place

The term haunched or haunching is a process used 
to describe the sand and cement mixture that 
is placed at the front and rear of the edging and 
pushed into place using a steel trowel to hold the 
edging in place

Drainage channels are now required on any new block 
paving driveways to direct the surface water into a 
soakaway or rain garden, these may be across the 
pavement or garage or to the front of your property

Using a tight string line 5mm below the finished height 
of your new driveway and a slight fall towards the outlet 
for the drain, we lay a bed of 3:1 mixture of sharp sand 
and cement and connect the channels together and tap 
down into the bed making sure the top of the channel is 
flush with the line. 

Haunching both side of the channels to hold them in place.

The reason that the channel is bedded 5mm lower 
than the finished height of the paving is to allow for 
compaction of the paving with the vibrating plate when 
you have completed the laying.

STAGE 3:  
VIBRATING PLATE    

STAGE 4:  
A FIRM EDGE RESTRAINT   

STAGE 4:  
BLOCK PAVE EDGING       

STAGE 5:
DRAINAGE CHANNEL       
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THE PROCESS
CONTINUED

BLOCK PAVING

The block paving manhole cover is bedded into 
place using a 3:1 mixture of sand and cement 
making sure its at the correct height and fall.

This will be achieved by using a tight string line 
from one side of the drive to the other, the line will 
be at the finished height of your block paving

We haunch both the inside and outside of the 
manhole cover outer frame to hold it in position and 
place the manhole lid in inside the frame

50mm (2”) of course grit sand is laid to the entire 
area approx. 20mm higher than the finished height 
to allow for compacting.

We will not use building sand as it is too soft a type 
of sand plus when it gets wet it turns into a slurry, 
over a period in time the sand laying coarse will 
start to wash away underneath the block paved 
driveway and the block paving will start to loose 
its flat appearance and start to hold water in the 
low area

Using a spade in a swinging motion we level the 
sand roughly to the correct height covering the total 
area so it has covered all the hardcore.

Once we have covered the entire area with sand this 
needs to be compacted with our vibrating plate, you will 
see the lines and your footprints going less and less after 
going over your sand 2 - 3 times. 

STAGE 6:  
FIX NEW MANHOLE COVER      

STAGE 7:  
COURSE GRIT SAND

STAGE 7:  
LEVEL THE GRIT SAND          

STAGE 8:
COMPACT GRIT SAND       

To get the finished height of your block paving 
we use a block as a guide and push it back and 
forwards and down into the sand until it is 5mm 
higher than the finished height to allow for the final 
compacting once all the block paving is in place

The finished level of block paving should be 150mm 
below the house D.P.C. Level

To get a perfectly flat bed for your pavers to lay on 
we use 18mm galvanised steel electrical conduit, 
the type that are used by electricians for putting 
cables through, they are not expensive but are 
better than using timber because the piece of 
timber or aluminum you use to screed the sand will 
slide along them much easier

Using a tight string line to get the screeding rails 
to the correct finished height prior to screeding 
the sand, they are checked for being level or falling 
towards any drains, 1:60 fall is required, that’s 1” in 
height to 60” in length minimum fall to ensure any 
surface water disburses into your drainage system 
or soak a way

Once the screeding rails are in place we begin to 
screed the sand to the correct height prior to laying 
your blocks. When the screeding is finished we 
remove the steel screeding rails and fill this gap 
with grit sand sand using a steel trowel to give a 
smooth flat finish.

The next stage is to commence laying the block paving, 
the full blocks are laid first to a straight line either using 
a string line or an aluminum straight edge and then 
continue laying the blocks until the total area of your drive 
is completed.

The block can be laid either square to the house or on a 
45 degree angle.

Note:

To ensure an even distribution of colour and texture mix 
and we lay blocks from at least 3 packs of block paving

STAGE 9:  
THE FINISHED HEIGHT         

STAGE 10:  
STEEL SCREEDING RAILS   

STAGE 11:
SCREEDING THE SAND            

STAGE 12:
LAYING THE BLOCK PAVING      
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When we have completed the laying of your full 
blocks we cut in the edges, this is  completed 
either using a  brick saw with a diamond blade or 
a block splitter.

We continue cutting the block paving pieces until 
all the cuts are completed

When all the cut blocks are in place we will brush 
all the driveway to remove any broken pieces of 
block or dust to ensure they don’t get down the 
joints between the block paving.

Dried kiln sand is then brushed over the entire area 
making sure all the joints are full to the top prior 
to giving them the final compacting with the plate 
vibrator.

The vibrating plate is run over the total area 2 
to 3 times to ensure the blocks are fully bedded 
into place and any surplus kiln dried sand is now 
removed.

The Block Paving driveway is now completed and ready 
for you to use.

Note 
Some block paving contractors insist on the customers 
not driving on the new block paving for a few days after 
the job has been completed, trust me if you have followed 
these steps you can drive on your new block paving 
driveway as soon as you have compacted the kiln dried 
sand in-between the blocks, the joints are full and any 
surplus kiln dried sand is removed

You may have to add more sand a few weeks later to 
keep all the joints in the paving topped up

STAGE 13:
CUT BLOCKS     

STAGE 14:
KILN DRIED SAND

STAGE 15:
FINAL COMPACTING 

BLOCK PAVE BORDER    

THE PROCESS
CONTINUED

BLOCK PAVING

You could always follow these simple rules:

• Do they have a land line number?

• Do they have professional work wear?

• Do they have a sign written vehicle?

• Are they a LTD company?

• Do they have a UK Address?

If you answered NO to at least 3 of the above, 
then it “was” pretty obvious they are going to be 
somewhat “dodgy”.  

Here are some tips on how to avoid the rogue 
tradesmen - 

Written quotes and contracts
Always ask for a detailed written quote and once 
you have chosen a paving contractor, ask them 
to sign a contract. paving contractors have more 
problems with clients not paying, or changing 
the job specification as consumers have with 
rogue builders, so they should be happy to sign 
a document that lays everything out clearly for 
both parties.

Availability
Beware of paving contractors who say they can 
begin work tomorrow. Most builders are busy and 
won’t be able to fit you in for several weeks, and 
may have to spend some time on more than one 
site. Good paving contractors are always busy, so 

someone who can start straightaway should be 
viewed with suspicion.

References
Good paving contractors have good reputations 
and are proud of their work. They should also have 
a long list of happy clients. Ask for references 
and see if you can view work they have done 
previously that is similar to the project you are 
starting. This will give you the opportunity to 
speak to other clients and look at the quality of 
the work.

Cash
Self-employed builders and general builders run 
businesses. They have accountants to satisfy and 
employees to pay. They should be happy to accept 
payment by cheque or bank transfer. Builders who 
ask for payment in cash should be avoided. Make 
sure before you hire them that they will accept 
non-cash payment.

Money up front
No good builder will ask for money up front. You 
may need to agree deposit before work begins 
or a payment schedule that runs throughout the 
project so that the paving contractors  can acquire 
the materials, but you should never be asked 
to pay the total cost of the work up front. If any 
of the builders you approach ask for this, don’t 
choose them. You will have no way of getting your 
money back if the work isn’t completed.

-HOW TO SPOT A COWBOY-
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